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Abstract:  

An ecological analysis and eco-critical reading of Amitav Ghosh's "The Hungry Tide" aligns with a 

significant trend in contemporary literature where writers are increasingly exploring the intricate 

relationship between humans and nature. This growing focus sheds light on ecological issues and 

encourages eco-critical readings, emphasizing the importance of environmental concerns in literary 

narratives. "The Hungry Tide," set in the Sundarbans, a vast and beautiful forest area, delves into 

the multifaceted complexities of the ecosystem while narrating the historical forced evacuation of 

refugees from the island of Morichjhapi. Within the novel, environmentalism and destabilization 

emerge as prominent themes. Ghosh's portrayal of the physical environment in the Sundarbans 

serves as a representation of an active force interconnecting plant, animal, and human life. The 

intricate web of this ecosystem reveals how each element, whether plant, animal, or human, 

directly or indirectly impacts one another. This interconnectedness underscores the vulnerability of 

each component to the actions and changes within the ecosystem, highlighting the delicate balance 

that sustains life within the Sundarbans. 
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To conduct an ecological analysis and eco-critical reading of this novel holds immense 

significance in understanding the intricate layers of environmental issues embedded within the 

narrative. Through such analysis, you aim to explore how Ghosh intricately weaves together the 

threads of ecology, human life, and environmental activism within the story, shedding light on the 

consequences of human actions on the ecosystem. By engaging in an eco-critical reading, you're 

likely to uncover deeper insights into the novel's portrayal of environmental degradation, human 

intervention, and the consequences faced by both nature and humanity. This approach can help 

highlight the nuances of Ghosh's narrative and its implications concerning environmentalism, 

ecological preservation, and the intricate connections between humans and their natural 

surroundings. An objective to conduct an ecological analysis and eco-critical reading of "The 

Hungry Tide" aligns with the contemporary literary trend of exploring and emphasizing 
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environmental concerns in literature, offering valuable insights into the intricate relationship 

between humans and nature portrayed in Ghosh's work. 

Amitav Ghosh, born on July 11, 1956, in Kolkata, had a diverse upbringing across India, 

Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh. Educated at the Doon School in Dehradun, he continued his academic 

pursuits at esteemed institutions such as St. Stephen’s College, Delhi University, and the Delhi 

School of Economics. His academic journey progressed with the prestigious Inlaks Foundation 

Scholarship, leading to a D.Phil. in social anthropology at St. Edmund Hall, Oxford. Initially, 

Ghosh ventured into journalism, starting his career at the Indian Express newspaper in Delhi. 

Subsequently, he transitioned into academia, serving as a faculty member in various colleges and 

universities. Recognizing his outstanding literary achievements, the Indian government honored 

Ghosh with the Padma Shri in 2007, acknowledging his significant contributions to Indian 

literature. Ghosh's literary oeuvre spans across two primary categories: fiction and non-fiction. In 

the realm of fiction, he has penned notable works such as "The Shadow Lines," "The Calcutta 

Chromosome," "The Glass Palace," "The Hungry Tide," "The Ibis Trilogy," and "Gun Island." 

These novels are celebrated for their compelling narratives and diverse themes. In the domain of 

non-fiction, Ghosh has authored impactful works including "In an Antique Land," "Dancing in 

Cambodia and at Large in Burma," "Countdown," "The Imam and India," and "The Great 

Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable." These non-fiction pieces delve into a wide 

array of subjects, offering profound insights into history, society, environmental concerns, and the 

pressing issue of climate change. 

Amitav Ghosh stands as a towering figure in contemporary Indian English Literature, 

admired for his versatility, literary depth, and exploration of multifaceted themes that resonate with 

readers worldwide. His body of work continues to inspire and provoke thought, contributing 

significantly to the literary landscape. "The Hungry Tide" (2004) by Amitav Ghosh is indeed a 

notable literary work renowned for its exploration of ecological and eco-critical themes. Within the 

narrative, Ghosh skillfully weaves together a contemporary story marked by disjunctions, 

dislocations, and destabilization, providing readers with a multifaceted portrayal of environmental 

issues. 

Regarded as an exemplary ecological novel, "The Hungry Tide" stands out for its adept 

integration of various disciplines such as anthropology, environmentalism, migration, travel, 

ethnography, and landscape within the realm of English fiction. Ghosh's adeptness at interweaving 

these diverse elements creates a rich tapestry that immerses readers in the intricacies of both human 

and natural landscapes. A remarkable aspect of the novel lies in its limited range of characters, 

which paradoxically enhances its appeal to readers. By focusing on a select cast of characters, 

Ghosh allows for a deeper exploration of their complexities, motivations, and interactions. This 

limited scope enables readers to intimately engage with the characters' journeys and experiences, 

fostering a more profound connection with the narrative. 
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Through its exploration of ecological concerns and the interplay between human actions 

and natural environments, "The Hungry Tide" offers a compelling and thought-provoking reading 

experience. Ghosh's ability to seamlessly blend diverse thematic elements into a captivating story 

underscores the novel's significance in both literary and environmental discourse. 

The opening lines of Ghosh's novel exemplify his exploration of the power dynamics 

between humanity and nature. The narrative depicts an ongoing conflict between humans and the 

natural world, illustrating instances where humans sometimes prevail over nature, while at other 

times, nature asserts its dominance over humanity. There's a portrayal of humanity's historical 

perception of nature as a resource solely meant to fulfill human desires, leading to widespread 

exploitation of natural resources, as seen in the actions of the people of Morichjhapi within the 

novel. The inhabitants of Morichjhapi are depicted as exploiting natural resources for their 

immediate needs, including sustenance and shelter, without considering the long-term 

consequences. This overexploitation contributes to climate change and the depletion of natural 

resources, presenting a warning about the dangers of exhausting nature's bounty without 

consideration for future generations. 

In "The Hungry Tide," Amitav Ghosh masterfully portrays nature as an entity that resists 

being confined or rigidly controlled by human categorization. The depiction of the Sunderbans 

reflects nature's inherent unpredictability, where boundaries dissolve and rivers intertwine, 

showcasing a landscape that operates beyond human manipulation. The novel indeed delves into 

the theme of destabilization, primarily attributed to the influence of globalization. Rooted in the 

actual historical incident of Morichjhapi, the narrative sheds light on environmental concerns, 

particularly the conservation and preservation of the Sunderbans. Ghosh skillfully captures the 

conflict between refugees and governmental authorities, highlighting the plight of settlers grappling 

with adversity in an unwelcoming environment where they lack alternative refuge options. By 

intertwining the real historical event with issues of environmental protection and societal conflicts, 

Ghosh prompts reflection on the challenges faced by marginalized communities. The novel serves 

as a lens through which readers can contemplate the complex dynamics between humans, the 

environment, and societal structures, emphasizing the need for conservation and a more 

compassionate approach towards those affected by these global changes. 

In Amitav Ghosh's novel "The Hungry Tide," the impact of globalization on marginalized 

and traditionally perceived 'backward' or 'uncivilized' communities is subtly hinted at. Ghosh 

highlights how globalization, with its dissemination of knowledge and advancements in 

communication, has offered substantial benefits to these sections of society. The transfer of 

knowledge and the spread of communication have the potential to facilitate education and 

technological advancements, fostering progress and the exchange of ideas among these 

communities. 

However, Ghosh also presents the darker side of globalization. He portrays the negative 

aspects by illustrating the inhumane and discriminatory attitudes of urban populations towards the 
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settlers of Morichjhapi. Despite the potential benefits of globalization, this negative portrayal sheds 

light on the inequalities, prejudices, and injustices perpetuated by certain segments of society 

against marginalized communities. The novel serves as a reflection of the complexities and 

contradictions inherent in the globalizing world, showcasing both its potential for progress and the 

challenges and disparities it creates, particularly for vulnerable populations. The narrative also 

emphasizes the repercussions of such exploitation, suggesting that when humanity disregards the 

balance of nature, it invites retribution in the form of natural disasters like typhoons, cyclones, 

hurricanes, earthquakes, and landslides. These calamities serve as a reminder that nature can 

retaliate when its delicate equilibrium is disrupted, as evidenced in the tragic death of Fokir during 

a cyclone in the novel. The novel prompts reflection on the necessity for a revised relationship 

between humanity and nature. It encourages acknowledging the interdependence and equality 

between humans and the natural world, emphasizing that neither is inherently superior to the other. 

The narrative urges humanity to establish a more harmonious and respectful bond with nature to 

ensure the sustainability and well-being of both parties. 

 

 

References: 

Abrams, M.H. A Glossary of Literary Terms. Harcourt, 2001.  

Huggan, Graham, Helen Tiffin. Postcolonial Ecocriticism: Literature, Animals, Environment.  

Routledge, 2010. 

Sharma, Brahma Dutta. "Environmentalism Versus Humanism in Amitav Ghosh's The Hungry  

Tide". In The Journal of Contemporary Literature. Vol 4, No 2, August 2012.  

Sinha, Sunita. "Amitav Ghosh The Hungry Tide: Book Review". The SPIEL Journal of English  

Studies. Vol-3, No. 1, 2007. 

Thakur, Akhileshwar, "Amitav Ghosh's The Hungry Tide: A Critique of Nature-Culture Duality".  

Literary Perspectives. Vol. 9, No. 1, January 2014. 

 


